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Regulations of trade in European eel under
the Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants
Ordinance, Cap. 586
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Convention on International Trade in Endangered

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
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Species identified by any Party to CITES as requiring cooperation in controlling
their trade
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Examples of CITES Appendices Species
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Cap. 586 Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance

&HEHALUET (BeBEaEEBRAz) RERES
Local legislation which gives effect to the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
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Unless otherwise exempted or excepted, to import, introduce from the
sea, export, re-export or possess a specimen of scheduled species,
whether alive, dead, its parts or derivatives, a licence issued in advance
by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department is required.



&l Penalty

ERALTERIBRIERTLBEY)m
Any person contravening the Ordinance will be prosecuted.
The seized specimens will be forfeited.
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Maximum penalty of 10 million HKD and imprisonment for 10 years.
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Bt g% | #¥FEAIEF Regulation on Appendix | Species
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Commercial trade in Appendix | species of wild origin has been prohibited.
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Appendix | animals bred in captivity for commercial purposes from CITES
registered farms and Appendix | plants artificially propagated for commercial
purposes (Source code “D”) are treated as Appendix Il specimens of wild
origin.
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A licence is required for the possession of an Appendix | specimen for
commercial purposes.
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Live specimens Dead specimens, parts or derivatives
M H O (AA) WO EFTRE S E I RS
Import CITES Export Permit or certificate of origin from the exporting place

& &% Inspection

LO//E0 |RESLH//HOFIE

Export / AFCD Export / Re-export Licence
Re-export

=17

Inspection
=F=1

Possession
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&8 Live specimens
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Dead specimens, parts or derivatives

#0 B (AK) HOERFRE EOME (AK) &L HERTRE
Import CITES Export Permit from the exporting place CITES Export Permit from the exporting
place
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AFCD Import Licence (or documentary evidence of its | Inspection

non-wild origin)

E.%ﬁ Inspection
B O/MBEO e L /AL OFFE gEEn/B/E O R
Export/ AFCD Export / Re-export Licence AFCD Export / Re-export Licence
Re-export
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Inspection Inspection
BA REZEAFTOE UHEIRIERBEE LRI
Possession AFCD Possession Licence (or documentary evidence

of its non-wild origin)

=1

Inspection




BN EEERAVE ZIRE
Regulations of trade in European Eel

BN EEEE (Anguilla anguilla) BYE EAD\ il
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Fish fry of European eel (Anguilla angunla) are captured in European and

Northern African waters and exported to fish farms worldwide (including Asia).
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Due to overflshmg, European eel is a critically endangered species.

Arctic Ocean
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Pacific Ocean
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Regulations of trade in European Eel

o BEOMEREE SHR2009FWAIA (24T) BIEx 1
European eel has been listed to the CITES Appendix Il since 2009.
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Prevalence of critically endangered European eel
(Anguilla anguilla) in Hong Kong supermarkets

John L. Richards'?**, Victoria Sheng"**, Chung Wing Yi', Chan Lai Ying', Ng Sin Ting’,
Yvonne Sadovy™?, David Baker'?!

European eel (Anguilla anguilla) is a critically endangered species requiring CITES permits for international trade.
Despite the fact that no imports to Hong Kong were declared within the last 2 years, our study found that this species

is still
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T= T+ Fa® N < Edlifed try Jennifer Sills though these ecls are active in Baltic
waters from October to November (9).

L | i Denmark, which harvested 180 tans of
©) FEREOMMARABNE R EHFITRIER e, =

on.cc ational fishing (700, In 2019, the wtal EU
The Enropean eel (Anguitle anguiila) harvest of commercial adult and juvenile
population has declined by 95% since eels was more than 2000 tons and 55
ﬁﬂ 1980 (1), The trade of European eels tons, nespectively, and another 1625 tons
requires permits from the Convention on were lost to hydropower plants and their
o 5y 427 E " '|' = m International Trade in Endangered Species | pumps (17).
c importing and exporting the T protect the European eel from

ave been illegal in the EU since further decline, the EU must implement

However, illegal export of the efther a complete ban or restrictive quotas
l eels to Asia continues, and they have been on harvesting. Conserving this species will

found in major supermarkets across Hong help to meet Sustainable Development nisahj_liﬂ_in_m:—
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]H? | 275 31°C SEmA: 202108218 () 1941 § 3 Food & Drink
_ 5 T ‘One of world’s biggest wildlife crimes’: glass eel smuggling

: and how Hong Kong supermarkets commonly sell endangered
European eels

+ Almost half of retail eel products in Hong Kong supermarkets and convenience stores contain
endangered Eurcpean eels, study finds

+ More than 300 million glass eels are trafficked from Europe to Asia each year, estimates say, with Tkg

mlR fetching at least USS$6,450 on the black market
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Regulations of trade in European Eel

&8 Live specimens

SERS - BRMAETTEY

Dead specimens, parts and derivatives

#E E Oy (AK) &L HERTRE HOME (A4) B R
Import CITES Export Permit from the exporting place CITES Export Permit from the exporting
place
e = A LT olRE (XHFRIFERBE LRI
AFCD Import Licence (or documentary evidence of its | &&
non-wild origin) Inspection
&5 Inspection
HOMBEO | REELHO/BE O OlE HESHO/BEOF R
Export/ AFCD Export / Re-export Licence AFCD Export/ Re-export Licence
Re-export
=17 =1
Inspection Inspection
=§-] BB AT Uae (XHEAASEIRB B AERRIN
Possession AFCD Possession Licence (or documentary evidence of

its non-wild origin)

7
Inspection
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Regulations of trade in European Eel
ERGUEEEEUNER  SENEMS P OIEE25H rEUMEE
Eel farms may mix in European eel with other species, therefore their
products may contain European eels

IELEE / BEm  ZHBARENNREEmeE 28 EUME
Importers shall verify whether the products contain any European eel before
Import

an

O EUNIBEES MmOtz (AK) HOEHS
To import European eel, a CITES Export permit issued by the exporting place
IS required
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To import live European eel of wild origin, an Import Licence and a
Possession Licence issued by the AFCD are also required
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SFol:B UL E Licence Fee

5Folz8 Licence UWE Fee | BXIHA Validity
#EOFFOIRE (O5EEY ) $460 61E H
Import Licence (Live Animals) 6 Months
EOFFORE (EMEIREEEY ) $170 61E A
Import Licence (Plants or non-live Animals) 6 Months
O/ O ol & $160 618 H
Export/ Re-export Licence 6 Months
=, EPAS
Ay $160 o
Possessmn Licence S Years
s=t =i O] 2%
i ERNERH B by o _

Licence renewal, extension and variation
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[EE5RAS: (852) 2376 3749

g #:hk_cites@afcd.gov.hk

49 & :www.cites.hk

HAREERH: (852) 2150 6973
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